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The New View on Academic Ability and Criterion-Referenced Assessment

Kazuo Nishimura”

* Institute of Economic Research, Kyoto University

The Ministry of Education (now the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology) had introduced new education reform plans, so called “Yutori education” in 1977,
1989 and 1998. In accordance with the plans, the course of study guidelines had been
implemented. The framework for the reform plan of 1989 was based on the “New View on
Academic Ability.” The “New View on Academic Ability” values individuality and the learning
process. It also includes “interest, motivation, attitude” of children. In the report “Suggestions
for the desirable model for education in the perspective of the 21st century” issued by Central
Education Council in 1996, “zest for living” was put as its main objective. Accordingly, the
report issued in December, 2000 by the Curriculum Council had promoted the
“Criterion-Referenced Assessment” instead of the Comparative-Assessment. In this paper, we
look into the course of recent education reforms.

Keywords : New View on Academic Ability, Criterion-Referenced Assessment, Absolute
Assessment, Scholl Report, Curriculum Guideline
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