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English Activity Lessons at Primary Schools and Expected New
Possibilities of Learning: Through the Observations of Global
Education Lessons at Primary Schools in Yokohama City
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* Mito Primary School, Ph.D. Candidate of the Joint Graduate School in Science of School Education,
Hyogo University of Teacher Education

The purpose of this study is to analyze the global education lessons at primary schools in
Yokohama City, which has been practiced for more than twenty years, and to explore new
possibilities of English activity lessons at primary schools.

In Yokohama city, Assistant Language Teacher (ALT) is called as International
Understanding Instructor (IUl), some of them are native English speakers, and they instruct
pupils at primary schools in global education lessons.

All these instructors cultivate pupils’ essential viewpoints for communication with others
at the first steps of their formative years. Hopefully through communications with foreign
peoples, pupils would accept diversity, especially Asian cultures as equal to their own
culture. Focus on this paper is the coexistence of various peoples in Japan, especially those
of Asian origins. This is one of the main challenges for Japanese society. This paper
proposes to use Asian teachers in global education lessons, whose first languages are not
English, in order to overcome this challenge.
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